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HONORING SELECT MEMBERS OF

THE WILCOX COUNTY COMMISSION

HON. EARL F. HILLIARD
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997
Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, I come before

you today to honor some select members of
the Wilcox County Commission for their sup-
port of the historic Gee’s–Bend Ferry project
in Wilcox County, Alabama.

Commission Chairman Darryl Perryman,
Vice–Chairman John Clyde Riggs, and County
Commissioners David Wright, and Lena Pow-
ell have shown an extraordinary amount of
foresight, sound judgment, and compassion in
fully supporting the plight of the residents of
Gee’s–Bend Alabama by re–establishing the
ferry boat service which has unfairly divided
their community since the days of segregation
and Jim Crow rule. These public servants un-
derstood that you can not explain–away why
the citizens of Gee’s–Bend must wait up to 2
hours for an ambulance to take them to the
hospital, or for their children to ride to–and–
from school, or just to go to the grocery store
or the bank.

Mr. Speaker, I feel this Congress owes
these aforementioned County Commission
Members a hearty ‘‘thank you’’ and a resound-
ing ‘‘job well done.’’ I myself, am gratified by
their unselfish service.
f

HONORING TRESSLER ADOPTION
SERVICES

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Tressler Adoption Services of York,
PA, which celebrates 25 years of doing the
most rewarding work—creating families. I can-
not say enough about the people who open
their homes and hearts to those children who
are given up for adoption, and I have the ut-
most respect for those professionals who
spend their time and energy finding the right
match for both parents and children.

The good people at Tressler have been
placing children with loving families in Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, and Delaware for the last
quarter of a century, believing that every child
deserves a caring, stable environment in
which to grow and develop as a human being.
It is this belief that has made Tressler some-
what unique in the field of adoption services,
focusing on placing older children and children
with special needs, rather than the much
sought after newborn adoptees.

Tressler’s success has been nothing short
of magnificent. In their 25 years of service,
Tressler has placed nearly 2,500 children of
American descent, giving them what you and
I take for granted—a home with parents, who
couldn’t love them any more than if they were
their natural parents.

Their mission—to help create a stable, car-
ing environment by providing the adoption
services that place children in loving homes,
preparing families for the adoption experience,
and offering ongoing support for all families in-
volved in their program—deserves both our
recognition and respect.

I also want to specifically thank Mrs. Bar-
bara Holtan, director of adoption services, and
her staff at Tressler for their compassion and
dedication.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of all of the years of
Tressler’s service to the families and adopted
children of central Pennsylvania, I want to re-
affirm our commitment as a nation that we will
do all that we can to provide children with a
loving, stable, and emotionally secure family
life. Tressler has set a high standard to meet
during their next quarter century, and I am
confident that they will continue to push their
benchmark ever higher.
f

DR. JAMES H. BILLINGTON’S COM-
MENTS ON THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OPENING OF THE
THOMAS JEFFERSON BUILDING
OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, this week marks
the centenary of the opening of the Thomas
Jefferson building of the Library of Congress.
This magnificent edifice has now served the
American people and the U.S. Congress for
100 years.

This is an anniversary that should be noted,
remembered, and appreciated by all of us
here in the Congress, who benefit from the ex-
cellent facilities and the outstanding staff of
the Library, and it is an anniversary that all
Americans should join with us in celebrating.
All Americans are blessed with the outstand-
ing collection of materials housed in the Li-
brary, but we are also fortunate to be able to
enjoy the beauty of the Thomas Jefferson
building, which is one of the finest public build-
ings in our Nation. This building reflects the
best of American architecture, art, engineer-
ing, and construction.

Mr. Speaker, on this important anniversary
of the opening of the Thomas Jefferson build-
ing, I ask that a short article of Dr. James H.
Billington, the Librarian of Congress, be
placed in the RECORD, and I urge my col-
leagues to read it. The article by Dr. Billington
appeared in the October/November issue of
Civilization, a magazine published by the Li-
brary of Congress which provides information
and background about the incredible re-
sources our national library possesses. Mr.
Speaker, Civilization is only one of the many
creative innovations that Dr. Billington has
contributed since he became Librarian of Con-
gress 10 years ago this September.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
me in celebrating a century of service to the
American people of the Thomas Jefferson
building and to join me in commending Dr.
Billington on his decade of outstanding service
to our Nation as Librarian of Congress.

A GLORIOUS MOMENT FOR MR. MAX WEST

(By Dr. James H. Billington)

On a rainy Monday, November 1, 1897, the
‘‘largest, costliest, and safest’’ library build-
ing in the world opened its doors to the pub-
lic without ceremony. In a front-page story
that day, the Washington Evening Star
noted that ‘‘the rain did not come amiss to
the bookworms’’ who rushed to the Library’s
new building but ‘‘rather served to heighten

their enjoyment [of] the literary feast pro-
vided for them.’’

The first volume requested after the doors
were opened, reported the Star, was ‘‘ ‘Roger
Williams’ Year Book’ of so recent a date that
it had not been received. . . . The first book
applied for and given out was ‘Martha
Lamb’s History of New York City’ and the
gentleman [reader] . . . bore the name of
Max West.’’

The new Italian Renaissance building
housed 1 million books, 55,000 maps and
other items that had been carted across the
street from the Capitol, which had been the
Library’s overcrowded home for 97 years.
The new structure was not only the most
modern library building in existence, it was
also a unique architectural feat. The Li-
brary’s glittering dome, plated with 23-carat
gold leaf, capped an elaborately decorated fa-
cade and a spectacular marble interior
adorned by murals, frescoes and statuary
created by more than 40 leading American
artists.

For months prior to the official opening,
newspapers and popular magazines carried
effusive articles about the new Library. Few
visitors were disappointed. Senator Justin
Morrill of Vermont, one of the Library’s
chief supporters in Congress, felt that its
‘‘grandeur and felicitous finish’’ would be
likely to remain long unrivaled ‘‘in this or
any other country.’’ Speaker of the House
Joseph G. Cannon called it the best public
building in Washington. Architecture critic
Montgomery Schuyler praised the structure
as a ‘‘national possession, an example of a
great public building monumentally con-
ceived, faithfully built, and worthily
adorned.’’ On November 25, 1897, more than
4,700 people visited the Library during spe-
cial Thanksgiving Day tours.

The new building—today one of the Li-
brary’s three major buildings on Capitol Hill
and named the Thomas Jefferson Building
after the Library’s chief founder—was com-
pleted at a time of considerable optimism
and national pride. The election of William
McKinley in 1896 had seemed to inaugurate a
period of domestic tranquillity. Prosperity
was returning after the great Wall Street
panic of 1893. There was unfinished business:
The Civil War and Reconstruction had
brought black Americans emancipation but
nothing close to equality, and reformers de-
cried child labor, slums and extremes of
wealth and poverty. Nevertheless, all 45
states (Oklahoma, Arizona and New Mexico
were still territories) were now linked by
telegraph and transcontinental railroads; the
population, swollen by European immigra-
tion, had reached 76 million; the country
boasted steel mills and farms second to none;
the telephone was beginning to take hold in
the cities; the first automobiles had ap-
peared. New land-grant colleges, notably in
the Midwest, were producing future man-
agers, engineers and teachers, and Andrew
Carnegie’s philanthropy had begun to build
hundreds of local public libraries. Progress
was in the air.

This November, we plan to mark the 100th
birthday of this glorious building without
great fanfare but with deep gratitude to our
forebears. There will be a gathering of mem-
bers of Congress and other friends and bene-
factors of the Library, and a new brass
plaque honoring Senator Morrill will be un-
veiled. Curators will make fresh additions to
‘‘American Treasures,’’ our permanent rotat-
ing exhibition of great artifacts and pub-
lished works from the Library’s collections.

And, as we look back to the 1890s, we also
will note certain differences in the 1990s.
Visitors to the exhibition halls have to come
and go through security gates—a necessity,
sadly, on Capitol Hill these days. On the
bright side, more than 60 images of the
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‘‘American Treasures,’’ which range from the
original rough draft of the Declaration of
Independence to Thomas Edison’s first copy-
righted motion picture, have been digitized
and made available to people across the na-
tion on the Internet, along with 350,000 other
unique items of Americana from the Li-
brary’s collections and our entire electronic
card catalog with 27 million entries. The Li-
brary now serves not only people who come
to Washington. Thanks to new technology,
the Library’s most useful resources are be-
coming accessible on-line to all Americans
every where. That is progress.

f

HONORING DISTINGUISHED
CITIZEN JOHN N. STURDIVANT

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I join with
my colleagues in honoring the memory of a
man who diligently strove to serve the best in-
terests of his fellow citizen. John N.
Sturdivant, who passed away October 28, ad-
mirably and selflessly worked, in his role as
president of the American Federation of Gov-
ernment Employees, on the behalf of the
workers that make this Government function.

President Sturdivant headed a group that
represented over one-third of those workers
employed by the Federal Government. This
number compares to that of the constituency
that each of us here in this House is elected
to represent. President Sturdivant knew he
held the livelihoods of thousands of people in
his hands, and he did everything he could to
better their lives.

The Washington Post called John Sturdivant
a ‘‘true man of the people.’’ As his record
shows, this could not be more correct. Presi-
dent Sturdivant continuously worked to in-
crease pay, extend retirement benefits, and to
make sure that his union did not stand idle as
the Government, out of necessity, began to re-
shape itself in the post-cold-war era.

Perhaps one of his most memorable acts as
president of the AFGE was his opposition to
the Government shutdowns of 1995 and 1996.
I joined in with President Sturdivant in criticiz-
ing these actions and strongly called for the
reopening of our Government. President
Sturdivant had the best interests of those he
represented, as well as that of the United
States, in mind when he vocalized his opposi-
tion to this event.

I had the pleasure and honor over the years
of having worked with John Sturdivant. As a
member of the House Government Reform
and Oversight Committee, I know just how
strongly and passionately President Sturdivant
cared for those who elected him to fight for
them. His advocacy led to numerous improve-
ments in the benefits earned by hardworking
Federal employees.

While achievements for his union are his
most prominent legacy, President Sturdivant
was accomplished in other areas as well. In
sitting on the executive board of the AFL–CIO,
he reached one of the highest ranks ever
achieved by an African-American in the history
of that organization. A graduate of Antioch
College, President Sturdivant studied law at
George Washington University, and was a vet-
eran of the U.S. Air Force.

Mr. Speaker, John Sturdivant was a distin-
guished citizen who will be sorely missed. I
join with my colleagues in extending condo-
lences to the Sturdivant family, their friends,
and the AFGE.
f

THE PROMISE KEEPERS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, sometimes
people become so carried away by the media
and spectacle of an event that they miss the
basic message or main point of the effort.

In the wake of the hype and hoopla of the
October 4 Promise Keepers’ rally, I want to
praise the basic message of the Promise
Keepers as one of support for the fundamental
American values upon which our Nation was
founded.

It’s a bold message. It’s a message of indi-
vidual responsibility. A message of family val-
ues. A message of acceptance of their com-
mitments to the most basic fabric of our coun-
try, our families. The Promise Keepers call for
a return to these commitments.

These men recognize that through fulfilling
their most important commitments, those to
their wives and children and to God, all of
America benefits.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the message of
Promise Keepers and those who strive to fulfill
it.
f

IN HONOR OF BERTRAM F. DOYLE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Mr. Bertram F. Doyle for
his many years of service and countless con-
tributions to his community and his country.

Bertram Doyle was born in Cleveland and
raised in Euclid, Ohio. After graduating from
Shaw High School in East Cleveland, Mr.
Doyle enrolled at Cleveland College of West-
ern Reserve University, where he earned a
bachelor’s degree in business.

During World War II, the Marines assigned
Mr. Doyle the crucial duty of operating the
combat telephone. He played an instrumental
role in two of the most important battles of the
war, Bougainville Island and Iwo Jima. In
1946, Bertram Doyle was discharged from the
Marines, having achieved the rank of staff ser-
geant.

Bertram Doyle served his community
through his involvement with Democratic poli-
tics and his participation in various charitable
organizations. Mr. Boyle served as an admin-
istrative assistant to both the Ohio Department
of Transportation district director and the Ohio
auditor, as well as Democratic ward leader in
Seven Hills, Ohio. Mr. Doyle also belonged to
the Holy Name Society at St. Columbkille
Catholic Church and American Legion
Breckville Post 196 and volunteered at the
Deaconness Hospital.

Mr. Doyle leaves behind a wife, three sons
and five grandchildren. He will be greatly
missed.

TRIBUTE TO SYBIL BRAND

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to

pay tribute to Sybil Brand, a woman of ex-
traordinary compassion and a keen sense of
social justice. Now in her 90’s, Mrs. Brand has
devoted her life to helping people in need. We
would all do well to emulate her example.

Born in Chicago, Mrs. Brand moved with her
family to Los Angeles when she was only 2.
Her involvement in charitable service began at
the tender age of 12, when she and her
friends made diapers for patients at Childrens’
Hospital. The material was donated by her fa-
ther, A.W. Morris. In her teens, Mrs. Brand
volunteered as a nurse’s aid in the orthopedic
ward of the hospital, bringing gifts and cheer
to children with disabilities.

These early acts of charity led to the work
that would make Mrs. Brand both beloved and
honored throughout in southern California.
Nearly 40 years ago, she was appointed to
the Institutional Inspection Committee of the
Public Welfare Commission. She was appalled
at the overcrowded conditions, and skillfully
used her position to lobby for change.

She spoke to law enforcement and elected
officials and worked hard to get the voters to
approve funding for another facility. Due pri-
marily to her efforts, the Sybil Brand Institute
was constructed to house female prisoners in
Los Angeles. Mrs. Brand is the only living
woman to have a correctional institute bear
her name.

Mrs. Brand has received hundreds of com-
mendations from civic and charitable organiza-
tions, including her selection as Woman of the
Year by the cities of Beverly Hills and Los An-
geles and by the Friars Club Charity Founda-
tion. In recognition of her 50 years of service
to the people of Los Angeles and her 90th
birthday, the Los Angeles County Board of Su-
pervisors in May 1992, honored Mrs. Brand at
a ceremony held in the Grand Hall of the
Music Center.

I ask my colleagues to join me and the
Chaplain’s Eagles of the Los Angeles Proba-
tion Department in saluting Sybil Brand, who
has worked tirelessly to make this a better
world. She is an extraordinary example of
what one dedicated individual can accomplish.
We thank her for her service to the human
family.
f

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NA-
TIONAL URBAN WATERSHED
MODEL RESTORATION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 5, 1997
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-

duce the National Urban Watershed Model
Restoration Act, a bill which will establish a
new approach to restoring urban waters. This
pilot program, to be administered by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency [EPA], will serve
as a national model for the restoration of
urban watersheds and community environ-
ments. To achieve more focused and rapid ac-
tion, the new program will integrate the var-
ious regulatory and nonregulatory programs of


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-28T13:28:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




